THE HISTORY OF THE FOUR LAST
YEARS OF THE QUEEN.

BOOK II.

HHHE House of Lords met upon the second day of
J- January, according to their adjournment; but before
they could proceed to business, the twelve new-created
peers were, in the usual form, admitted to their seats in
that assembly, who, by their numbers, turned the balance
on the side of the court, and voted an adjournment to the
same day with the Commons. Upon the fourteenth of
January the two Houses met; but the Queen, who intended
to be there in person, sent a message to inform them, that
she was prevented by a sudden return of the gout, and to
desire they would adjourn for three days longer, when Her
Majesty hoped she should be able to speak to them. How-
ever, her indisposition still continuing, Mr. Secretary St.
John brought another message to the House of Commons
from the Queen, containing the substance of what she in-
tended to have spoken; " That she could now tell them,
her plenipotentiaries were arrived at Utrecht; had begun,
in pursuance of her instructions, to concert the most proper
ways of procuring a just satisfaction to all powers in alliance
with her, according to their several treaties, and particularly
with relation to Spain and the West Indies; that she
promised to communicate to them the conditions of peace,
before the same should be concluded; that the world would
now see how groundless those reports were, and without the
least colour, that a separate peace had been treated; that
her ministers were directed to propose, that a day might be
fixed for the finishing, as was done for the commencement
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